[The participation of the GABAergic system of the brain in shaping the breathing rhythm].
I.v. administration of sodium hydroxybutyrate induced periodic apneustic breathing with inspiratory arrests in anesthetised cats. Bilateral vagotomy did not change respiratory or circulatory parameters under these conditions. Administration of the same agent into both nuclei tractus solitarii induced similar effects, as well as administration of the GABA agonist baclofen. The data obtained suggest that the medullary GABA-ergic system takes an active part in generation of the respiration rhythm.